E-forum 2 tasks

There are three pieces of pre-reading, which can be read with certain reflections / enquiries in mind:

1. The “Programmes of Study” document with five separate lists of information:

a. what are these and where do they come from?

b. are they the same as “Character education”? (whatever that is)

c. which of the lists is most relevant and valuable to a focus on Character education?

d. are there components of these lists which are anathemic to Character education?
2. The Word document which is an extract scan from Stephen Yulish’s history of Character education in the USA in 1890-1935. 
a. is there a tension between Character education and Citizenship education?

b. what is the interplay between private and public forms of goodness / decency / morality, and to what extent are both Character and Citizenship interested in the private or the public side?

c. whom is Character education supposed to serve? the young person? the community? the powerful? the state?
d. can you see any parallels between the focus on Citizenship in WW1 USA and recent British formulations / emphases on Citizenship? (you might wish to reflect on the social language used by politicians of numerous parties in relation to the “War on Terror”)
e. what is the relation between faith education and Character education?

f. when was this analysis written?
3. From the following list, read any three of these reports on Lord Goldsmith’s proposal for Citizenship ceremonies (which sound curiously like 1920s models of Character education…):

a. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/7287984.stm and perhaps the accompanying debate page http://newsforums.bbc.co.uk/nol/thread.jspa?forumID=4456&edition=1&ttl=20080415115650 
b. http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/mar/11/constitution.britishidentity
c. http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/news/press/2008/march/20080312_b.htm
d. http://www.newstatesman.com/200803190022
e. http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/6888
f. http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article3529554.ece
g. http://www.thesargeants.net/dblog/articolo.asp?articolo=110
What reflections arise from reading these articles and thinking about what Citizenship and Character education have in common, and differ on?
