E-forum 1

Student voice, student rights and self-led learning

There will be two sets of information to look at very briefly before this e-forum. The short window of time is because we want immediate reactions and not settled ones.

The first set of information comes before the session and the other part distributed through the session.

Task 1: before the session begins

Look at the World Challenge website, http://www.world-challenge.co.uk/
This is a company that takes school groups into unusual and difficult settings around the world, combining

· physically-challenging activity e.g. expedition tasks
· self-responsibility (management of own budget etc)

· social contribution (doing charitable work in the country visited)

It exposes children to levels of risk far beyond those that occur in normal school contexts. It puts them at risk of running out of money in a third world country and needing to be emergency evacuated. It does not allow accompanying teachers any say in group decisions, as a point of principle. But it has an astoundingly good record.
Tasks:

1. Form an opinion of this kind of activity and whether it is good character education.

2. Find a number of similar or equivalent sites on the internet and be able to make compare / contrast remarks.

3. In what ways does this count as student voice and self-led learning, and can schools learn from this sort of thing?

4. Do students have a right to expect schools to enable them to learn things like this, or is this someone else’s business?
